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Coronavirus Update and Resources
As of Monday morning, March 16, Idaho has five confirmed
cases of the coronavirus. Friday, President Trump declared a
national emergency to release billions of dollars in
emergency funding. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) on Sunday called for the cancellation of in-
person events of 50 or more people for the next eight weeks
to try to prevent the spread of the virus. During a Presidential
press conference on Sunday, officials announced that
another 2 million tests will be available this week.

The American Medical Association (AMA) has made a
COVID-19 physician resource webpage which includes links
to COVID-19 updates from CDC, WHO, and CMS; an
updated map of the outbreak; and more. Visit
bit.ly/AMACOVID19 to access these resources.

Idaho coronavirus information: coronavirus.idaho.gov/

World Health Organization (WHO) updates:
bit.ly/WHOupdates

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updates:
bit.ly/COVID19CDCupdates

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) updates:
bit.ly/updatesCMS

 
Telehealth Questions
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As coronavirus cases in Idaho increase, the IMA is receiving
a high volume of calls regarding telehealth coverage. Our
staff has contacted the executive directors of our Idaho
insurance companies for answers and we will update
members with any new information as soon as possible.

For now, please refer to these webpages for the latest
telehealth coverage information:

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Blue Cross of Idaho
PacificSource
Regence Blue Shield
United Healthcare
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New Coronavirus Codes
Last month, CMS developed the first HCPCS code (U0001)
to bill for tests and track new cases of the coronavirus. This
code is used specifically for CDC testing laboratories to test
patients for SARS-CoV-2. The second HCPCS billing code
(U0002) allows laboratories to bill for non-CDC laboratory
tests.

The new testing codes can be billed starting on April 1, 2020,
for dates of service on or after Feb. 4, 2020. CMS released a
fact sheet for guidance: bit.ly/FactSheetCMS

A new CPT® code has been created to streamline
coronavirus testing.

87635: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or  
RNA); severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus  2
(SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19]), amplified
probe technique

The code is now effective for use as the industry standard for
reporting novel coronavirus tests across the nation’s health
care system. Please note that, per the early release delivery
process for CPT codes, you will need to manually upload this
code descriptor into your EHR system.

For coding guidance for the SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) test
and use of the new CPT code, view the CPT Assistant Guide
here: bit.ly/CPTCodeGuide

 
The Idaho Medical Association Welcomes New
Members
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A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently
joined the IMA:

Rosie Kerr, MD, Family Medicine, Nampa
Jennifer Johnston, MD, Family Medicine, Orofino
Amanda Stinger, MD, Pediatrics, Eagle
Steven Dixon, MD, Dermatology, Coeur d’Alene
Valerie Logsdon, MD, Palliative Medicine, Hailey
Daniel Dallon, MD, Emergency Medicine, Pocatello
Jonathan Tripp, DO, Family Medicine, Twin Falls
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Grant Funding Available For Gateway Integration Into Electronic
Health Records Workflow Systems 
Through a federal grant, the Idaho Board of Pharmacy (BOP) has funding to provide for
the integration costs and the first year of license fees for hospitals and clinics to integrate
with Gateway. BOP officially launched Gateway, operated by Appriss, Inc., as the Idaho
prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP) vendor in 2016. 

This program enables the integration of PDMP data directly into electronic medical
records and pharmacy dispensing systems. This integration allows instant access of
PDMP data for prescribers and pharmacists without logging in to a separate web portal. 
The BOP has heard concerns regarding the time associated with logging in to the current
PDMP. Integration with Gateway will streamline access and eliminate the time burden on
end users. BOP believes this is a terrific tool to assist providers in the fight against opiate
abuse.

In addition, the federal grant provided the means for BOP to implement NarxCare into
the Idaho Prescription Drug Monitoring Program website.  NarxCare is a platform that
provides a more comprehensive tool to identify, prevent, and manage controlled
substance use.  The NarxCare report includes a patient’s NarxScores, Predictive Risk
Scores, Red Flags, Rx Graph and access to resources.  Locations already subscribing to
and paying a license fee for NarxCare will no longer be charged.

For more information on the impact Gateway integration has had on data sharing go to
www.pdmpworks.org/index.html . 

For additional information about funding availability and the integration process, contact
Teresa Anderson at the Idaho Board of Pharmacy at 208-334-2356 or
teresa.anderson@bop.idaho.gov or Ellen Mitchell at ellen.mitchell@bop.idaho.gov
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IMA Education Webinar Series
Wednesday, March 18, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Risk Management: Documentation risks as identified by a liability carrier Guest Speaker
Kathy Kenady with MIEC (1 CEU)

https://www.pdmpworks.org/index.html
mailto:teresa.anderson@bop.idaho.gov
mailto:ellen.mitchell@bop.idaho.gov


Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Director Pam Fischer, CPC, COC, CPMA,
CRC for the next webinar, Risk Management: Documentation risks as identified by a
liability carrier, featuring guest speaker Kathy Kenady with MIEC (1 CEU). A registration
form is available at idmed.org. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or
rebecca@idmed.org.

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of
Professional Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of
prior approval in no way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program
content or the program sponsor.
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IMA Prior Authorization Survey: Part III
In September, IMA surveyed our members about Prior Authorization (PA) in Idaho. 84%
of the Idaho physicians surveyed reported waiting for at least one business day for a PA
decision from health plans. 49% reported waiting at least three business days.

 

One Idaho physician recalled an example of how PA delays have caused serious
adverse events, “Once, I was prescribing a short-acting beta-agonist (albuterol) to treat a
6-year-old patient with an asthma exacerbation. Due to delay with PA, I tried three
additional times to find the correct medicine within the class that the insurance would
cover. Subsequently, the child was seen in the ER twice and then admitted due to
worsening respiratory status. Without need for PA and finding an alternative, it is
possible this young man would not have needed hospitalization.”

The next steps for IMA and the Idaho Physician Well-being Action Collaborative
regarding PA include:

1. Provide our medical community with up-to-date information about the technological
connections and partnerships necessary to access medication prior authorization
information, costs and alternatives at the time of service via EHR.

2. Continue to work with physicians, clinics, payers, hospital systems and other
healthcare organizations to explore ways to integrate these services and reduce barriers.

3. Continue to work directly with payers to decrease the total number of



prior authorizations required and increase transparency in the prior authorization
process.
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HIPAA Privacy and Novel Coronavirus
In light of the Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has posted a bulletin to
ensure that HIPAA covered entities and their business associates are aware of the ways
that patient information may be shared under the HIPAA Privacy Rule in an outbreak of
infectious disease or other emergency situation, and to serve as a reminder that the
protections of the Privacy Rule are not set aside during an emergency. If you have
questions regarding disclosures as they apply to Novel Coronavirus, the bulletin is
available here: bit.ly/COVID19HIPPA
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Renew Your IMA Membership by March 31 to Recieve Benefits for
2020!
To renew your membership online:

- Go to www.Idmed.org

- Click the “Join/Renew” button on the home page

- Click the “Renew Membership” button

- Login using your email

From your member portal, you can view and pay your 2020 membership dues. (Every
member has a member profile, please do not recreate yours.)

For assistance, please contact our Membership Department at 208-344-7888 or
membership@idmed.org.
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Health System to Offer Opioid-Free Surgery Program in Utah and
Idaho
In an effort to minimize the use of narcotics after and during surgery, Intermountain
Healthcare is the first health system in Utah to establish an opioid-free surgery program
for patients seeking 
alternative pain control methods.

Intermountain surgeons and anesthesiologists developed protocols for the opioid-free
surgical approach that will now be offered at Intermountain hospitals in Utah and Idaho
for patients requesting the service.

The new program was tested for three months as part of a pilot project, in which
physicians utilized non-addictive and less-addictive pain management alternatives for

http://bit.ly/COVID19HIPPA
http://www.idmed.org/
mailto:membership@idmed.org


surgical patients looking for alternative pain control. The feedback from patients has
been very positive.

“We’ve already used the new protocols for many procedures, from cranial surgeries,
hernia repairs and hysterectomies to joint replacements,” said Nathan Richards, MD,
senior medical director for the Intermountain Healthcare surgical specialties clinical
program.

Read the full article here: bit.ly/OpioidFreeSurgery
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CMS Advance Beneficiary  Notice (ABN) Form Expires March 2020
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will release an updated ABN form
soon. The current form is set to expire March 31, 2020; however, CMS has not issued a
new form yet. CMS has stated they will accept the current form past the expiration date
until the new form is available. The form can be found on CMS’ website: bit.ly/ABNform
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Medical Practice Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certified/eligible family
physician to work in APPOINTMENT BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics in Boise,

Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.
 Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles most of

our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell offers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician support
and a very competitive compensation package. For more information, contact Becky

Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classified Advertisement, please
contact:

Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 208-344-7888 or

by email amika@idmed.org.
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March 18, 2020
IMA Education Webinar - Risk Management: Documentation risks as identified by a

liability carrier, Guest Speaker Kathy Kenady with MIEC (1 CEU)

Additional information and registration forms for seminars 
are available at www.idmed.org.
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